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counsels. Terror and fear have often issued from
yon palace : let them return to-day in the name of
the law, and let all those who inhabit that palace
know that the King is alone inviolable, that the law
will strike down the guilty without respect of persons,
and that there is not a guilty head which can escape
its sword/1

Yet on July 20 the author of those vague and
pompous threats joins with Guadet and Gensonne
in a petition to the King to form a Jacobin ministry,
and even on August 10 the Assembly does not
definitely dethrone the King. It votes for provisional
suspension; it contemplates a governor for the
Dauphin, and it became a matter of accusation
against the Girondins that by voting for suspension
rather than deposition they had aimed at preserving
the monarchy.

Forty-two days elapsed between the capture of
the Tuileries and the gathering of the National Con-
vention. The Assembly upon whom the government
of France now devolved entrusted the executive
power to a committee of ministers and marked its
acquiescence in the latest popular revolution by
giving to Danton the portfolio of Justice. The word
Republic was not pronounced, but a kingless govern-
ment conducting a national war is a republic in fact
if not in deed. In the life and death wrestle which was
now beginning there was not much time to spin
theories. The Austrians and Prussians crossed the
frontier on August 19 and opened their campaign
with a series of easy and alarming victories. On
August 20 the Duke of Brunswick invested Longwy,
on September 2 he took Verdun ; on September 6
his army was in leaguer before Thionville, and as